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Title: MILK-N-FUR TUTORIAL

Written by Michelle Loomis 9/15/03

You will need: 1.)PSP8 

2.)A graphic -you should probably try this one first(due to there being two kinds of graphics available) and then your own choice next time through.( I right clicked and saved this kitty "picture as"at a free graphics site.Your kitty's second border CAN and likely will be different though-this is good! )

Note:Your graphic does not have to have a transparent or white background. 

Here's the link: http://www.ausmall.com.au/freegraf/archive3/freegf62.htm 

3.Knowledge (or tutorial) on how to put side borders and footers/dividers in a stationery OR contentment to not have them in your finished product-it will still look very nice with just the header and background, I can assure you :)

Note: You'll see my side borders and footer are at the bottom of this stationery tutorial -due to its length ,but in your finished result,should you choose to use them they will be in their proper place.:)

Let's begin! :) 

1.Locate your saved picture and open in PSP. 

Shift D(duplicate)OR Edit copy/Edit paste as new image and close the original. 

2.(Go on to step three since this step can be skipped if your graphic is jpeg format.This kitty is in gif format.) 

To make a gif graphic ready for the milk effect go to File/Save As and choose JPEG. Name it and save it to an easily gotten to spot. You will be asked if it's okay to have it changed to a certain color level - just agree to it. Close your picture in psp. 

Relocate your picture now in jpeg form and open in psp. 

Note: You will know your graphic is gif if you try the next step and can't do it.:)

3.Now go to Layers/Duplicate. 

4.On your top layer change the word Normal to Darken. 

5.Adjust/Blur/Gaussian Blur-type in 5. 

6.Layers/Merge visible. 

7.Shift D (or edit/ copy edit/paste as new image) again two times(for later use). 

8.Time to choose two colors that will look great feathered(see my borders on my picture frame).Click on one of your three copies and use your dropper tool to left click on your image for your foreground color(choose a light color). Now right click on a dark color from your image for your background color. 

9.Image/Add borders/5 symmetric 

10.Use your magic wand to select your border. 

11.Use your flood fill tool and fill with your foreground (light)color. 

12.Effects/Inner Bevel(choose your own or go with mine which is: 

Bevel #5/Width 4/Smoothness 25/Depth 2/Ambience 0/Shininess 20/Angle 315/Intensity 50/Elevation 30 ok 

13.Selections/Select none 

14.Image/Add borders/15 

15.Use your Magic Wand to select your new border 

16.Flood fill with your light color again. 

17.Effects/Reflection effects/ kaleidoscope: Very important:You need to click on the dice until you find a nice looking pattern to place in this border that will largely have the lighter color(you chose for your foreground color) on the outer edges.If you don't do this then the following steps just won't work well when you apply fur.

18.Effects/Inner Bevel(same settings as before): 

Bevel #5/Width 4/Smoothness 25/Depth 2/Ambience 0/Shininess 20/Angle 315/Intensity 50/Elevation 30 

19.Image/Add borders/20 

20.Choose your magic wand,switch your foreground and background colors by clicking on the arrows showing between them in your materials section and flood fill with your dark color. 

21.Effects/texture effects/fur with settings at:blur 25/density 90/length 11/transparency 44 

22.Effects/3D/Inner bevel/Selections/select none. 

23.Repeat 19-22 but of course you'll be using your light color this time. 

24.Image/Add borders 25 Repeat 20-21(using dark color this time). 

25.Effect/3d/Buttonize with these settings:Height and width 5/Opacity 75/Solid edge and be sure your light color is selected there (right click in the color box and find it-click on it).Click ok. 

Selections/select none 

26. Edit/copy Edit paste as new image and set aside for our footer and divider for later. 

27.Name and save your header for Letter Creator. 

NOTE: You might want to resize(no wider than 550 and no taller than 490 is best) and then if needed, sharpen your image(Adjust/Sharpen/Sharpen) and also Watermark (Image/Watermarking or use a tutorial on such) your picture before saving it as header . 

Time for our background tile: 

1.Click on one of the other two prepared pictures that had been set aside. 

2.Image resize/smart size/Resize all layers &Resample checked//width and height 90 pixels. 

3.New raster layer. 

4.Switch your foreground and background colors and flood fill with your light color. 

5.Change the top layer opacity(it's currently at 100 and located to the left of where it says Normal) to 68 or to your liking( so you'll be able to write on top of this part later when it's become stationery)-just be sure that the picture is recognizable still :). 

6.Layers/Merge visible 

7.Effects/Image Effects/Seamless tiling :Corner/bidirectional/Horizontal offset 0/vertical offset 1/transition 100/corner style curved 

8.Save as (choose name)background tile. 

NOTE: If you don't plan to use the side borders/footer/divider then you can stop here and go put your stationery together in letter creator.:) 

Time for our side borders: 

1.Resize our last kitty pic to 90x90 as you did for the background tile.If needed sharpen(Adjust/sharpen/sharpen) now. 

2.Image/Add border 5 

3.Magic wand and flood fill with your light color. 

4.Effects/3d/buttonize-same settings as above 

Save as:( choose name)left side border(or lsb) 

5.Image/mirror and then save that as(choose name) rsb(right side border). 

We will use this for the divider and footer next so don't close out. 

Time for our divider and footer: 

1.Grab your duplicated header that was set aside for this section and 

Image resize/smart size/Resize all layers &Resample checked, subtracting ten from the width(since we'll be adding borders) but changing the height to 90. 

Effects/Texture effects/Fur 

2.Now click the right side border (sb) pic and Edit/Copy 

3.Click on your divider-in-the making and Edit/Paste as new layer. 

4.Use your mover tool to move your sb picture to the right, having only the left side of the frame showing(see my results). 

6.Layers/Merge visible 

7.Image/Add border 5 

8.Magic wand your border and use your flood fill tool to fill with your light color. 

9.Effects/3d/buttonize-same settings as 

before. 

10.Save as (choose name)footer but don't close out yet. 

11.Edit/copy Edit paste as new image then Image/mirror and save as (choose name) divider to use under your header picture. 

Now you can go put it together in Letter creator. 

Any questions feel free to contact me at luvtea@twcny.rr.com.:) 

Variations to use one or all of: 

Instead of where I use buttonize you can use an inner bevel preset to make the color stand out more. 

Sometimes a darker background looks better (and you can use a light colored font in LC to write on it with) so just flood fill with your dark color instead of your light one.:) 

You might be able to bring out the details in your side bars, divider and footer by using blend emboss-if you try it and don't like it you can always undo:). 

If your picture is facing a certain way and you don't like the direction it is facing for your side borders/divider/footer-just switch them:)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Below are results from HootyTutTesters who helped me make this the best tutorial it could be.Thanks so much to each of you testers!
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